PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION
THE circumstances under which this book was
written twenty years ago have, in some respects,
undergone a complete change. There has been
a remarkable growth of interest in Indian art,
both in Europe and in India, and appreciation
has grown with better knowledge. Many writers
besides myself have explored further the wonder-
ful field of artistic research which India offers and
have added greatly to its literature. Public and
private collections of Indian sculpture and paint-
ing have been enriched, so that the material
available for study in Europe is very much larger,
and in India works of art which were commonly
regarded as worthless are now valued as they
should be. The new school of painting led by
Dr. Abanindra Nath Tagore, C.I.E., has developed
its influence vastly and helped to form a new
school of criticism with the aim of representing
the Indian point of view in the theory and practice
of the fine arts.
These changes have necessitated a thorough
revision of this pioneer work, both in the illustra-
tions and the text. The latter has been to a